Living the Mercy We've Received

Scripture

Read Luke 4:18-19

Jesus announces good news for the poor,
freedom for captives, and sight for the blind.

Read James 2:1
A warning against favoritism among believers.

Reflection

From the beginning of His ministry, Jesus made it
clear that the heart of God leans toward the
overlooked, the oppressed, and the forgotten. He
proclaimed good news not to the powerful first,
but to the poor and the captive.

James reminds us that faith in Jesus cannot
coexist with favoritism. When we elevate some
and ignore others based on status, wealth, or
influence, we contradict the very mercy we have
received.

God shows no partiality. His grace reaches across

social lines, cultural divides, and personal
histories. To follow Christ is to see people not
through the lens of preference or advantage, but
through the compassion of God.

Mercy reshapes how we see—and how we
welcome.

OVER

March 8 PARTIALITY

Prayer

Just God,

Open my eyes to see
others as You do.

Remove favoritism from
my heart and replace it
with mercy.

Amen.

Worship

Take a few minute,
become still and alow
musical worship to
impact your heart.

"God of Justice”

Daily Practice

Sit with someone you don't
usually engage.

Notice what
assumptions you may
need to release.



Living the Mercy We've Received

Scripture

Read Proverbs 22:2

The rich and poor meet together; the Lord is the
Maker of them all.

Read James 2:2-4
A rebuke of judging by outward appearance.

Reflection

Appearances are powerful—but they are often
misleading. Wealth, clothing, education,
influence—these can quietly shape how we treat
others.

James confronts this tendency directly. Favoring
one person over another based on external
markers reveals something deeper: divided
hearts.

Digging deeper, God created both the rich and
the poor. Every person bears His image.
Accordingly, love does not rank, categorize, or
calculate value. It sees dignity where the world
sees status.

When we allow appearances to determine our
response, we miss the deeper work of grace.

OVER

Match O PARTIALITY

Prayer

Strip away my
assumptions, Lord.

Purify my heart from
quiet judgments.

Teach me to love
without preference.

Amen.

Worship

Take a few minute,
become still and alow
musical worship to
impact your heart.

“All Are Welcome”

Daily Practice
Reflect on hidden biases.

Ask God to reveal subtle
ways you may show
preference.



- WEEK4

OVER

March 10 PARTIALITY

Living the Mercy We've Received

Scripture Prayer
God of the poor,
Read Psalm 72:12-14
God defends the afflicted and values their lives. Align my heart with
Yours.
Read James 2:5
God has chosen the poor in the eyes of the world Help me honor what You
to be rich in faith. honor.
Amen.
Reflection
God's kingdom often overturns our expectations. Worship
It turns out, those overlooked by society are often Take a few minute

those honored by God. become still and alow

musical worship to
impact your heart.

James reminds us that faith cannot be measured
by material wealth. In fact, Scripture consistently
shows that dependence on God produces deep
spiritual richness.

"Blessed Are the Poor”

To align our hearts with God’s is to value what He Daily Practice
values. Compassion is not optional—it is a

: Give generousl
reflection of God’'s own character. * 9 y

today—your time,
encouragement, or
resources.

Mercy begins when we allow our priorities to shift.



WEEK4

March 11 PARTIALITY

Living the Mercy We've Received

Scripture

Read Romans 13:8-10
Love fulfills the law.

Read James 2:8
“Love your neighbor as yourself."

Reflection

At the center of God's law is love. Not
rule-keeping for its own sake, but love expressed
in action.

James calls this the “royal law"—loving our
neighbor as ourselves. When love governs our
hearts, favoritism loses its hold. When love does
not discriminate it's free to seek the good of the
other.

In moments of tension or disagreement, love is
revealed not in grand gestures but in patient
restraint, kind words, and faithful presence.

Love is not sentimental—it is obedient.

Prayer
God of love,

Teach me to love well, O
Lord.

Let love guide my words
and actions.

Amen.

Worship

Take a few minute,
become still and alow
musical worship to
impact your heart.

"Love Divine"

Daily Practice

Choose patience in
conflict.

Let love, not pride,
determine your response.



WEEK4

PARTIALITY

March 12

Living the Mercy We've Received

Scripture

Read Matthew 5:7
“"Blessed are the merciful.”

Read James 2:12-13
Mercy triumphs over judgment.

Reflection

We all stand in need of mercy.

James reminds us that judgment without mercy
reflects a heart that has forgotten grace.

Mercy, on the flip side, does not deny truth—but it
tempers it with compassion. It remembers our
own need for forgiveness.

Judgment builds walls; mercy rebuilds hearts.

The way we measure others reveals how fully we
grasp the mercy shown to us.

In choosing mercy, we move in step with the very
heart of Christ.

Prayer
Merciful God,

Let mercy mark my life.

Teach me to extend
what | have received.

Amen.

Worship

Take a few minute,
become still and alow
musical worship to
impact your heart.

“Kyrie Eleison”

Daily Practice

Forgive someone
intentionally.

Release resentment into
God's hands.



WEEK4

PARTIALITY

March 13

Living the Mercy We've Received

Scripture

Read Isaiah 1:16-17
Seek justice. Defend the oppressed.

Read James 2:13
Mercy triumphs over judgment.

Reflection

Mercy is not passive. It moves us toward justice
and action.

Isaiah calls God's people to live out their faith by

defending the vulnerable and correcting injustice.

James echoes this call by reminding us that faith
and mercy cannot be separated.

When mercy reshapes us, it changes how we
treat others, especially those without power.

Real faith is expressed not merely in belief, but in
the posture we take toward those in need.

Prayer
Active Father,

Make me an agent of
Your mercy.

Let my faith bear fruit in
compassion and justice.

Amen.

Worship

Take a few minute,
become still and alow
musical worship to
impact your heart.

‘Justice and Mercy”

Daily Practice

Pray specifically for justice
in your community.



Living the Mercy We've Received

Scripture

Read Psalm 146:7-9

The Lord upholds the oppressed and sustains the
vulnerable.

Read James 2:1-13
A full call to reject favoritism and live mercifully.

Reflection

God’s character is consistent: He defends,
sustains, and cares. Psalm 146 paints a portrait of
a God deeply attentive to those on the margins.

James presses this truth into our daily lives too.
Faith that ignores injustice or elevates status is
incomplete.

Mercy must move from idea to action.

As we close this week, we are invited to examine
not only what we believe—but how we live.

Mercy over partiality. Compassion over
preference. Love over status.

This is the way of Christ.

- WEEK4

OVER

March 14 PARTIALITY

Prayer
God of compassion,

Renew my commitment
to love without
favoritism.

Shape my faith into
faithful action.

Amen.

Worship

Take a few minute,
become still and alow
musical worship to
impact your heart.

“We Are Called”

Daily Practice
Learn about a local need.

Ask God how you might
respond.
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